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Accessmount LLC Expands Product Line into New Marketplace
 
Client Profile:
Accessmount LLC works with manufacturers, distributors, vendors and investors to develop new
products using the company's proprietary Removable Fixture Mounting System invented by company
president and founder, Nelson Pitlor.  The company employs 2 people at its facility in Twinsburg, Ohio.
 
Situation:
Accessmount's pole-mounted system was originally designed to make it easy for an operator on the
ground to remove overhead surface-mounted light fixtures for maintenance, without using a ladder.
The system significantly reduces maintenance time and increases worker safety.  Company president,
Pitlor, wanted to expand his concept system to handle recessed lighting fixtures for both commercial
and residential buildings. However, his two-person company did not have the marketing, design and
engineering expertise to accomplish this goal. While considering his options, Pitlor learned about Ohio
Manufacturing Extension Partnership's (OMEP) Manufacturing Advocacy & Growth Network's
(MAGNET) and thought MAGNET's team approach to product design and development would be the
best way to take his concept to the next level. 
 
Solution:
MAGNET first helped Accessmount by introducing the company to a product development loan which
was used to develop horizontal and vertical recessed-can fixture prototypes that can be removed by an
operator on the ground with the company's pole-mounted device.  Pitlor and MAGNET consultants and
engineers met with electrical engineering experts from Intertek Group, a commercial electrical testing,
inspection and certification company, to review the requirements for recessed can lighting fixtures and
consider how they would apply to Pitlor's concept. MAGNET engineers created mechanical designs in
Pro/Engineer of the vertical and horizontal can fixtures with specific consideration given to the
specification sheet, functionality, ergonomics, manufacturability, part cost and interchangeability of
parts between the two light units. MAGNET consultants then fabricated several prototype models. This
process included metal part fabrication, soft tooling for plastic parts and reflector fabrication. 
 
Results:
* Increased sales by $10 million
* Realized capital savings of $450,000.
* Created 15 new jobs.
* Retained 2 jobs.
 
Testimonial:
"There are lots of different ways of getting development done, but the team approach is the best in my
opinion.  MAGNET fills the design and engineering gaps that my small company has. Their engineers
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took my concept from an ideation stage to completed prototypes. They had the expertise in plastics,
metal, electrical engineering and testing that saved my company a lot of money when we brought the
product to the final manufacturing stage."
Nelson PItlor, President
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